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precaution of one successful revaccination &mdash; vaccination

every seven years has not yet reached the small-pox hos-
pitals, though certainly one had better be vaccinated once
too often than have the most modified small-pox,-there is
no immediate prospect of that " general spread of intelli-
gence and conviction" in the direction of abolishing com-
pulsory vaccination which is likely to liberate either us or
responsible public men, like Mr. LEAKE, from the duty of
heartily upholding the present law, and praising GOD
for men like EDWARD JENNER as the very greatest
benefactors of their race. As to Mr. LEAKE’S experience of
revaccination, it was not the happiest; but the lightest
experience in his household of twenty of the most modified
small-pox would have been more inconvenient. We do not
deal with the money cost; that is a matter between him and
his medical man. But we will say one or two things on
the revaccination experience. It was from calf lymph. We
have not yet given up our preference for lymph taken from a
healthy child. But the result is much the same. The sequelae
of the revaccinations were certainly exceptional. When

all is admitted, they were nothing to the sequelae of small-
pox, which we would ask Mr. LEAKE to investigate.
" Domestic scarlatina" is a new disease to us, and we cannot

connect it with vaccination. When Mr. LEAKE comes to

weigh the sequel&aelig; and the personal incidental incon-

veniences of revaccination with those of small-pox-and,
by the way, in questions affecting millions we should not
make too much of mere personal experience,-he will find
the balance in favour of revaccination to be enormous.

Annotations.

THE MEDICAL COUNCIL AND THE REVISION OF IREGULATIONS OF MEDICAL EDUCATION. I.

" Ne quid nimis."

THE Branch Council for England has held a meeting this
week. It will be remembered that at the last meeting of
the General Medical Council the revision of regulations
in regard to medical education was referred for considera-
tion to the Branch Councils. It remains to be seen whether
this system of reference will work well or give more strength
and precision to the work of the General Council. If we are
rightly informed, the Branch Council of England does not
see its way to recommend either the extension of the time
of medical education or any change in the minimum age
for receiving a qualification. In other words, it will re-
commend that the period of study should remain at forty-
five months, and the age for passing not under twenty-one.

THE HOSPITAL SHIP "GANGES."
IF anyone will glance backward to the period of the

Crimean war, or, even later, to that of the China war, and
recall the provisions made for the sanitary and medical re-
quirements of the sick and wounded, he cannot fail to be
struck with the enormous stride that has taken place in this
respect. If the so-called unification of the medical service
has done nothing else, it has done this: whereas the
doctors then had little or no power to have things as

they wished, now they not only have the power to set

forth their requirements, but, being directly brought into
contact with the Admiralty officials, no pains are spared
by the latter to fulfil all those requirements, and that

in the most practical way. The first hospital ship fitted
and equipped with a special design was the Victor
Emmanuel for the Ashantee expedition, and from that day to
this she has been the type which all other hospital ships
have followed. Of course, nowadays, with iron steamers
built in watertight compartments, it is impossible to obtain
all the advantages of a flush hospital deck from stem to
stern, with the large ports of a wooden line-of-battle ship.
The hospital ship for the present expedition is a P. & 0.

steamer, the Ganges, very similar to the Carthage employed
in the Egyptian war of 1882. The arrangements on board
the Grcnges are admirably complete-that was the opinion
universally expressed by those who had the opportunity of
inspecting her; and the Transport Department of the

Admiralty are to be congratulated on the successful issue
of their labours. As we looked at this vessel, with the
Geneva Cross flag flying as her ensign, at the simplicity,
effectiveness, and completeness of her arrangements, we
could not avoid a feeling of gratification at the progress
which had been made in providing for the sick and wounded,
and at the development of views which not long ago were
regarded as impracticable. -

SANITARY JURISDICTION OVER DAIRY FARMS.

BRADFORD is endeavouring under an Improvement Bill to
acquire certain powers over dairy farms situated beyond the
limits of the borough, and we are given to understand that
the Lords of Her Majesty’s Council, in whom are vested the
sanitary regulations as to this class of establishments

object to an essential portion of the proposal. At first sight
it might appear undesirable that any authority should have
powers, to be enforced under a penalty clause, beyond the
area of its own jurisdiction, but the circumstances under
which Bradford applies for this power are so exceptional in
their urgency and so fenced round by conditions that
nothing but good could result if the demand were agreed to.
What is asked is, firstly, that such cow-keepers or milk-
dealers as supply milk within the borough limits shall, on
written request from the borough medical officer of health,
furnish that officer with a list giving the names and addresses
of all their customers; and, secondly, that the provisions,
rules, and regulations in force under the Contagious Diseases
(Animals) Act, 1878, or under any Order of Her Majesty in
Council, as to the good government of dairies, cowsheds, and
milkshops, shall apply to any persons supplying milk within
the borough, although such persons may reside or carry on
their dairy processes beyond the borough boundary. Now
the Privy Council do not appear to object to the first

provision, and if even this should become law, Bradford

may be congratulated on having made a precedent of some
considerable importance. But, assuming that the list of
customers should, when supplied, disclose a distribution of
infection through the borough, and that an inspection
of the dairy farm and premises should issue in the dis-

covery of conditions which have led to the mischief, the
urban sanitary authority remains powerless to effect any
good. It is true that the borough authority may communi-
cate the facts to the authority having jurisdiction under the
Act and Orders outside the borough, but, unfortunately
when one authority makes complaint involving matters of
negligent inspection or mal-administration against another
authority, the only result often is that the offending
authority immediately feels it its duty to put itself on
the defensive, rather than to loyally aid the complain-
ants. Besides which, the real wrong has been done to
the borough, and not to the outside district, and the in-
jured district should have some power of enforcing the
alterations necessary to prevent any similar occurrence.
The assumption we have made is by no means a hypothetical
one. Dr. Hime tells us of nine dairy farms which, though
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situated in a neighbouring rural district, sent all their milk J

into Bradford. All the nine premises were found to be in a !

most unsatisfactory condition, and in one of them a scarla-
tinal child and its excremental matters were found in such

dangerous relationship to the milk utensils as readily to
account for the prevalence of disease which had occurred
in the borough, and was the immediate cause of the in-
quiry which had elicited the facts narrated. It will also be
in the recollection of our readers that some two years ago
London suffered from a severe epidemic which was traced to
a dairy farm in the rural sanitary district of St. Albans, and
that last year again the borough of St. Albans suffered from
a similar epidemic having its source in the same district. It
therefore becomes a matter of great importance to place
in the hands of authorities whose districts thus become
invaded some power over the source of mischief, even
though it may lie beyond the area of their sanitary juris-
diction. And it must be remembered that precedents
have already received legislative assent, which justify the
application made. Thus, section 108 of the Public Health
Act, 1876, gives distinct power to a local authority to take
proceedings where a cause of nuisance arises beyond the
limits of its jurisdiction. Again, under section 11 of the
Vaccination Act, 1871, proceedings may be taken respecting
any child not within the area for which the vaccination officer
acts if either the child or its parent was within such area at
the time the information was given by such officer. Here it is
taken for granted that, since the offence affects or has been
committed in one district, the authorities of the injured dis-
trict have the power to enforce remedy or penalty. All that
Bradford asks is that this principle should be extended, so
that their borough may deal with the grave injury to which
it is at times subjected by the importation of disease and
death from dairy farms outside its sanitary limits. We
trust that from this point of view, and in consideration of
the important matters which have been urged in a special
memorandum prepared by Dr. Hime, the Privy Council may
see their way to assent to the claim of the Bradford Corpora-
tion-a claim which may reasonably be made by every sanitary
authority in the kingdom. -

MENINGITIS IN SCHOOL CHILDREN.

LAST Saturday Dr. Danford Thomas held an inquest on a
boy aged eleven years whose death was considered to be
indirectly due to mismanagement at school. The history of
the case proved that the child was known to be delicate,
that he had been ailing in an obscure way for some months,
and had had a discharge from one ear and one eye up till
the time of his death, which occurred on Thursday week,
after a sudden attack of vomiting with frothing at the
mouth. It was also stated that a master at the school which
the boy formerly attended had been in the habit of boxing
his ears for slight misdemeanours. A post-mortem exami-
nation showed that cerebral tuberculosis was the proximate
cause of death. In the opinion of the medical attendant this
disease had arisen from the ear mischief, whilst the latter
might have been due to the boxing chastisement inflicted. To
unravel accurately the evidence of causation in such a case as
this is not a simple matter. Several points equally claim our
attention. The delicacy of a strumous constitution is a wide
term and full of meaning. Even in the absence of any
other trouble it cannot be relied on to maintain itself at a
fair level of health. Then there is the ear discharge, with
its possibilities of infection should it continue unchecked
by treatment or become obstructed in its exit. There is also
the direct violence of boxing the ears, and there is the con-
tinued mental tension of school lessons, which at the age of
eleven are sufficient to occupy children in good health to
the extent of their capacity. Undoubtedly a blow on the
ear might cause injury within it, which in turn might lead
to otitis and suppuration. When this condition is estab-

lished a further process of cranial disease and meningitis
are sequelae familiar to every surgeon. The tubercular

complication may or may not be present. Where it does
exist there is room for doubt as to how far the aural
disease and the constitutional fault of the patient are
respectively accountable for it. The finding of true tubercle,
of which we have at least macroscopic evidence in the

present case, while it by no means excludes the possibility
of an origin in the absorption of morbid products in the ear,
is instructive in another way. It reminds us that there is a
class of children in elementary schools who have inherited a
physical type which is prone to suffer in an extreme degree, not
only from the shock of a local injury, but also from other forces
which are then in operation. One of these has been widely
recognised and met by the provision of a cheap and whole-
some diet. Others, such as the want of open-air exercise
and the pressure of examination tasks, are, we hope,
undergoing abatement. The closing remarks of the jury are
significant. After condemning the irregular mode of punish-
ment in question, they add: "The dulness of the deceased
in his schoolwork for which he was punished was due to
physical causes, over which the deceased had no control."

LADY JOHN MANNERS AND TOOTHLESS
PAUPERS.

LADY JOHN MANNERS, on the occasion of opening
a bazaar to raise funds for a chapel in the Melton

Workhouse, showed how possible it is for a lady with
all the means of comfort and luxury to put herself

sympathetically into the place of the inmates of a work-
house, and, as it were, feel their loneliness, their hope-
lessness, and the dreary monotony of their lives. It is the
virtue of such sympathy as that of Lady John Manners that
it does not evaporate in mere words and sentiments; it takes
a practical form. One of the very last things that would
occur to mere benevolent dreamers is the condition of
old toothless people in workhouses, and their difficulties
with a piece of tough meat, which often means that they go
almost dinnerless. The amount of thought given to the
appearance and efficiency of the dental system is one of the
most striking points in the luxury of the age. Lady John
Manners has given kindly thought to the case of poor paupers
who have indifferent or inadequate teeth, and who cannot
hope to be helped by a fashionable dentist. Extraction is
all the dentistry for which paupers can hope. Lady John
has a word for them. She proposes the more systematic
introduction of mincing machines to do the work of teeth for
them. The proposal is altogether admirable, and only needs
to be made to be adopted by all sensible and humane boards.

ANCIENT authors used to allow the existence of hyste-
rical fever, and though this idea has been ridiculed by
modern authorities, yet recently M. Debove has advocated
it afresh. He believes that he has seen several examples
of it, although where febrile movements are recorded in
hospitals for nervous females we might suspect the onset
of tuberculous disease. A case was narrated by M. Debove,
which he watched for five years after the commencement of
the pyrexia. The patient was twenty-four years of age, and
had suffered from neurotic disturbances ever since the age
of seven years. Three years ago she suffered from a severe
febrile disturbance, which exhibited the three stages of
cold, heat, and sweating, very clearly; since that time the
temperature, taken at regular intervals, has never been
below 100&deg; F., and two or three times a week the tempera-
ture has intermittently reached to nearly 104&deg; F. The

possibility of malaria was excluded by M. Debove, on the
ground that the spleen was not enlarged, and that quinine

HYSTERICAL PYREXIA
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had no influence over the fever. Deception seemed to be
out of the question, as M. Debove himself took the tem-
perature on several occasions. The question was discussed
at the Acad&eacute;mie de Medecine whether in hysterical indivi-
duals the heat centres might not be functionally disturbed,
thereby occasioning the alterations in the normal heat of
the body&mdash;whether, in fact, hysteria of the thermic centres
is possible. -

THE SANITARY ADMINISTRATION OF WOOLWICH.
SINCE our brief comment in our issue of the 7th inst. as to

certain points in the sanitary administration of Woolwich, we
have had an opportunity of perusing the recent official report
on the district. Woolwich occupies an exceptional position as
regards its sanitary administration. From 1805 to 185:2 its

sanitary affairs were administered under a private Improve-
ment Act; in 1852 the Public Health Act, 1848, was applied
to it by means of a Provisional Order; and in the Metropolis
Local Management Act, 1855, Woolwich was for certain
matters scheduled as a metropolitan parish, and thus came
under the Metropolitan Board of Works, but a saving clause
exempted the locality from other powers conferred under
the Act, and so the Local Board of Health formed under the
Act of 1848 is still retained. But because the district is in
some respects metropolitan, neither of the Public Health
Acts of 1872 or 1875 applies to it ; and it thus comes to
pass that Woolwich is neither under the metropolitan sani-
tary legislation nor under that applicable to the

country generally. One chief anomaly arising from this
singular position is that Woolwich is under no obligation to
appoint a medical officer of health, nor to report to the
Local Government Board as to its sanitary state, and under
these circumstances that Board have, through their in-
spector, Mr. Spear, instituted an inquiry as to the state
of the district and its sanitary administration. In some very
important respects Woolwich has been found to be by no
means behindhand. For certain purposes, as, for example, i
in connexion with works of main sewerage and the regu-
lation of the structure and foundations of new buildings,
the district has been cared for by the Metropolitan Board
of Works, and its water-supply is from London Companies.
It has also striven to meet the want of a medical officer of
health by securing the services of an officer who is really 

’’

competent in his proper capacity, and who holds the dual
appointment of surveyor and inspector of nuisances; it has

inaugurated a voluntary system of notification of diseases;
and it carries out certain provisions against infection either
without medical aid and advice, or by means of such aid as
the inspector of nuisances may think desirable. The local
board further express themselves to be ready to appoint a
medical officer of health on any occasion of emergency in
connexion with epidemic disease that may arise. All this
is much to their credit, but still it is evident, both from a
consideration of all the circumstances, and also from the
details of Mr. Spear’s report, that this does not suffice.
Such an administration as exists cannot possibly give to
any competent officer of the authority such information as
is needed in order to take skilled account of the sanitary
requirements of the district; and for the purposes of the
prevention of disease, it is above all things needful that
detailed medical knowledge of the sanitary circumstances of
a district should be at any moment available. If cholera
were, for example, to extend to Woolwich this year, can it
for a moment be supposed that a medical officer of health
newly appointed in the face of such an emergency would
compare, in point of efficiency, with one who had in an
official capacity, and by the aid of carefully compiled
statistics and frequent sanitary inspections, already made
himself master of the district and of its sanitary wants?
We would strongly urge the Woolwich Board of Health no
longer to hesitate to make a really proper appointment, and

to seek the permanent services of an officer capable of

advising them in all health matters concerning this very impor-
tant district. The need for a medical officer of health in every
sanitary district has been regarded as imperative by the
public and by the State, and the mere accident of having a
peculiar and exceptional standing as to their sanitary law
should not debar the inhabitants of Woolwich from having
the same class of skilled services which is deemed necessary
for all other districts in the kingdom.

THE PEABODY BUILDINGS IN 1884.

THE trustees of the Peabody Donation Fund have issued
their twentieth annual report relating to last year. The
amount spent upon land and buildings during the twenty
years has considerably exceeded a million sterling, with the
result that 10,144 rooms, besides bath-rooms, laundries, and
wash-houses have been provided for the artisan and labour-
ing poor of London, and were at the end of last year occupied
by a population of 18,453 persons. The report states that
the average weekly earnings of the head of each family in
residence at the close of the year was 23s. 8d. the average
rent of each tenement was 4s. 8d. per week, and of each
room 2s. Id. The vital statistics of the resident population
of the Peabody Buildings afford trustworthy evidence of
satisfactory sanitary condition. The birth-rate was equal
to 44’6 per 1000, and exceeded by 10’9 the rate for the whole of
London. This high birth-rate indicates an age constitution of
the population which should give a low death-rate. There-
corded death-rate, after correction for the deaths of residents
recorded in hospital, was 19.1, and was 1’2 below the general
London rate. Infant mortality, measured by the proportion of
infants under one year to births, was 138’7 per 1000, and
13’7 below the mean rate in London. These figures are some-
what more favourable than those recorded in recent years.
It is necessary, however, to point out that mortality
statistics of improved or model dwellings are of somewhat
doubtful value for comparative purposes. The inhabitants

of such dwellings consist for the most part of a "selected"
population; selected indirectly as being healthy, steady,
thrifty, and respectable. The number of applications for
each vacant tenement facilitates this selection. Moreover,
it must be remembered that as these tenants break down in

health, or capacity for work, they cease to be tenants, and
often drift through other lodgings to the workhouse or

hospital. After due allowance, however, for all these dis-
turbing influences, the trustees may be congratulated upon
the evidence they are able to report of the health of the
residents of their buildings during last year.

PROFESSOR A. EULENBERG (Virch. Arch., 99, i.), return-
ing once more to the question of the relation between tabes
and syphilis, arrives at the following conclusions. There
is apparently an absolutely and relatively large per-
centage of tatetics who have been syphilitic; their number
is notably larger than a few years ago was generally
suspected. The precise relation which syphilis bears to
a subsequent tabes is not known; probably it acts only
as a debilitating, disposing factor, like many other

agencies; but possibly in a certain number of cases

syphilis may be the direct cause of tabes. However that

may be, it is hardly possible that syphilis can be con-
sidered as the sole, or even as the most frequent and
important, cause of tabes. Those cases of tabes which are

preceded by syphilis exhibit no constant and characteristic
symptoms, and in their course are not to be distinguished
from other (non-syphilitic) cases. Neither is there any
marked or characteristic difference shown in the two cases
as to prognosis and treatment. Under certain circum-

TABES DORSALIS AND SYPHILIS.
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stances, cases of tabes with syphilitic antecedents may
improve as well without antisyphilitic treatment as under
it, may even become quite cured; whilst, as a rule, specific
treatment shows no result, or only a transitory one.

Although for some years past this question of the etiology
of tabes has been much investigated, no definite solution
has been arrived at; nor is it yet determined whether any
essential practical gain as regards the treatment of the
disease has ensued from such inquiries.

ALLEGED DANGERS IN THE USE OF CORROSIVE
SUBLIMATE AS AN ANTISEPTIC AGENT.

DR. FRAENKEL of Hamburg draws attention (Virch. Arch.,
99, ii.) to an almost unsuspected danger arising from the
too free use of corrosive sublimate as an antiseptic agent.
His remarks are in the first place based upon a case recorded
by Stadfelt of death with dysenteric symptoms following
upon intra-uterine injection of a solution of sublimate (1 in
1500) after adherent placenta, and are supported by the
results of post-mortem examinations of surgical cases in
which this solution was employed. In all these cases

(fourteen in number) severe ulcerative lesions were found in
the large intestine, but Dr. Fraenkel admits that in only two
of these could the lesion be said to have caused the death of
the patient. The appearances presented by the diseased
bowel resembled those of acute dysentery-viz., more or less
extensive areas of necrosis of the mucous membrane,
with intense surrounding inflammation. He combats I
the notion that the intestinal lesions depended on septi- I
caemia, mainly on the ground that in no case were
any other of the lesions characteristic of septicaemia or
py&aelig;mia present, nor did the cases run the clinical
course of blood-poisoning. Although the paramount value
of corrosive sublimate as an antiseptic must be ad-

mitted, its employment is nevertheless not free from
risk. Its immoderate use as an external application is
liable to excite the diphtheritic-like inflammation of the

large and sometimes of the small intestine, which is reco-
gnised clinically by tenesmus, colic, and bloody stools. But

so far the renal changes supposed to be characteristic of
sublimate poisoning have not been observed in surgical i

practice. The intestinal affection is most liable to occur in
individuals whose nutrition is defective, or who are very
fat, especially those with fatty hearts ; and particularly if
the sublimate has been in contact with large exposed and
absorbing surfaces, as the peritoneum or uterus; therefore
care should be taken to use only the weakest solutions
consistent with their antiseptic property, and especially not
to use them too frequently as intra-uterine injections. !

HEALING BY FAITH.

IT is not our purpose to deny, or even to question, the
verity of cures boy faith." The "mind" " so acts on the
body, and the brain plays so important a part in the nervous I
system, by which the whole organism is energised and con-
trolled both in regard to its functions and nutrition, that
it is not only quite possible, but an absolute fact, that f

many maladies which are not so far advanced as to be
dependent upon changes in structure, or "organic diseases,"
may be remedied by, or through, the agency of the mind. We
will even go so far as to affirm that a very large proportion of
the ailing might be, and probably would be, sound if only they
were sufficiently strongly impressed to believe themselves to
be so. This influence of the mind on the body has been the
stronghold of quackery from the earliest times, and "faith"
is as powerful an influence for good or evil now as it has ever
been. Such miracles" as the Salvationists are working, with
their prestige among the emotional classes, whether illiterate Ior well-informed, have uniformly signalised the commence- i

ment of a new era in religious enthusiasm. When the
first enthusiasm subsides, "miracles cease" of physico-
mental necessity. The large class of so-called hysterical,
cataleptic, and even epileptic affections are distinctly
amenable to this influence ; so are those nervous dis-
turbances and derangements which consist wholly or

chiefly in disorderly activity, as distinguished from actual
disease. The mimetic maladies, of which there are always
a very large number of cases, are, of course, amen-

able to the curative influence of faith. Outside these

classes, however, stand a multitude of badly managed or
misunderstood cases which only need to be placed on a new
footing-it matters little what-to get well. A wondrous
cloud of ignorant prejudices still hovers over many districts
as to the curability or hopelessness of special diseases which
are better understood and more successfully treated-
on common-sense principles-in the centres of know-

ledge. For example, we know of localities and affec-
tions which, being associated, produce the most dire
delusions as to the length of time bones usually take to
unite in healthy subjects; and how far coughs and other
distressing maladies are, or are not, under the control of
the will. In such combinations of fact and fiction it is

easy to get miracles out of such common matters as the
union of the accurately applied ends of a fractured radius
in three or four days! There is not a word to be said

against "healing by faith." Every busy practitioner has
cases under his observation that he would be heartily glad
to find so powerfully affected that they could be cured
even by this agency. All we are anxious to point out is
that an intelligent lay press ought not to lend itself to

the promulgation of nonsensical beliefs and impressions.
Of course, it is true that many of the poor people who
are reported to be " cured" are actually beuefited, and
by their faith. This is a fact, and there is no sort of
reason why the benefits received should not be per-
manent. If the subjects of these cures are thankful to
the Giver of all good, that is not a matter to make

merry about. It is as it should be. We are glad of their
gain and pleased to find them moved to gratitude. Mean-

while, if these " cures need be discussed, let the comments
made be neither irreverent, offensive, nor puerile. The
modus opei-andi of such recoveries is perfectly well under-
stood, and there is nothing either specially noteworthy or

wonderful about them..

AT a meeting of the Hospitals Association, held on

Wednesday, February 18th, Sir Edmund Hay Currie in the
chair, Dr. Murray Braidwood read an interesting paper on
" Hospital Ships;’ which he stated should be specially con-
structed and adapted for the treatment of sick and wounded.
lIe argued that the hospital was necessarily very different
from an ordinary dwelling-house, and the conversion of the
latter into the former was at the best unsatisfactory ; so,
also, it was equally unsatisfactory to attempt to use a ship
constructed for other purposes for the reception and treat-
ment of the sick. From the medical point of view there is
much to be said in favour of Dr. Braidwood’s suggestion,
but the great difficulty which has to be met is that of

expense ; the opportunity for the use of such vessels in time
of war is, we are glad to say, rare, and it is doubtful if the
Government could be induced sufficiently to recognise the
advantages they would confer by devoting to this purpose
ships which would not be useful for other purposes in the
interval. That the civil population would, under certain
circumstances, find such ships useful is proved by the action
of the Metropolitan Asylums Board in providing the Castalia
and other vessels for the isolation of small-pox; but at the
present moment we are not in a position to contrast the
expenses incurred with those of the erection of hospitals on

HOSPITAL SHIPS.
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shore. At the meeting a plea was made for the provision
of proper accommodation for the sick on board the large
ocean vessels which every week leave India for Europe,
carrying with them a number of invalids who, for the sake
of healthy passengers not less than for their own welfare,
should receive special consideration. With this demand we

fully sympathise. A few of the shipping companies, but
not all, have recognised its need, and we would therefore
urge it upon all who may have the duty of arranging
for the conveyance of the sick.

ENTERIC FEVER IN NORWICH.

Fu,oM recent weekly returns of the Registrar-General it
appears that the annual death-rate in Norwich averaged
28.7 per 1000 during the first seven weeks of this year,
exceeding the mean death-rate during the same period in
the twenty-eight large English towns by 5.7. The rate in
Norwich from the principal zymotic diseases, moreover, ]

averaged 3’7 per 1000, against 2’2 in the twenty-eight
towns. This excess of zymotic fatality in Norwich was
mainly due to the prevalence of "fever" and of whooping-
cough, to which 21, and 15 deaths, have been respectively
referred since the beginning of this year. The first death
from "fever" was registered in the second week of this
year, whereas in the five following weeks the deaths referred ]
to this heading averaged 4 per week. Although the form of
" fever" is not distinguished in the Registrar-General’s
weekly return, it may safely be assumed that these figures
indicate an outbreak of enteric fever in the city. It may
be noted that the recorded death-rate in Norwich last

year did not exceed 21’2 per 1000, and this rate, if 1

corrected for the abnormal age distribution of its popula-
tion, is reduced to 20.2, very slightly exceeding the I
rate in the whole of England and Wales, which was 19.6.
The deaths from "fever" " in Norwich during the fifty-three 1
weeks of last year were 31, giving a rate from this disease
very little in excess of the mean " fever " rate in the twenty-
eight large towns dealt with in the weekly return. Perhaps
the most unfavourable feature in the mortality statistics of
Norwich last year was its high rate of infant mortality;
this was equal to 187 deaths under one year per 1000 born
alive, whereas the proportion in the twenty-seven other
towns ranged from 128 in Portsmouth to 226 in Leicester,
and averaged 168. Norwich has persistently shown ex-
cessive infant mortality in recent years. ’

WAR WITH NATURE.

THE year before the Franco-Prussian war General A. von
Roon, Prussian Minister of War, caused to be published and
jointly edited with Oscar Peschel a treatise on ethnology.
He had been mainly instrumental in the creation of the new
German military system, and desired to cultivate in the
German army a knowledge of the natural laws by which
races tend to spread and diffuse themselves. Some such

study would be useful now to teach our soldiers, and espe-
cially our politicians, the uselessness of waging war against
the overpowering forces of nature. It is an exciting poli-
tical question just now whether the Soudan should be per-
manently occupied or not. There will be ample British
blood shed, and slaughter enough of the semi-civilised races
of the Soudan now struggling with religious fanaticism over
this question. We do not doubt the ultimate triumph of
our arms in the field, but we do doubt the possibility of any
permanent occupation of the Soudan. No European race
has yet succeeded in colonising the valley of the Nile. All

attempts to propagate Europeans in this district have

failed, though every civilising nation has tried it in turn.
The people now are the same as in the days of the Pharaohs,
and so they will remain, whatever statesmen and warriors

may desire to the contrary. Natural laws affecting the dif-
fusion of races will not yield to military or political
exigencies. The sooner this truth is realised the better.

It was an axiom of the great Napoleon after his Egyptian
campaign not again to wage war with a desert.

FREE NURSING FOR INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

LAST week we made some observations on the valuable
aid which is rendered to medical practice among the poor,
except, we understand, as regards infectious fever cases, by
the North London Nursing Association. About the same
time the public were informed through the daily press of
the working of another Society with allied though not
identical aims-the Westminster Sanitary Aid Association.
The purpose of this body is to make itself acquainted with
the needs of the poor in regard to the preventive hygiene
of infectious diseases, and to help them to carry out the
measures required for disinfection. It is obvious that
between the proper spheres of action of these useful agencies
there is still a gap which charity would do well to fill -,

inasmuch as the nursing of the most prevalent and com-
municable fevers receives no attention from either. Many
such cases, no doubt, find their way into hospitals; others
not so severe are tended to a successful issue by careful
parents. Most of the latter class, however, would benefit,
and some above all demand that skilled attention which the

practitioner can only prescribe, and which the trained nurse
alone can efficiently render. Could not some plan of action
be devised by one or both of the Associations we have men-
tioned by which this needy section of sufferers might be
brought within their care ? An increase in the nursing
staff would of course be required, but not, perhaps, to so
great an extent as might at first appear necessary. It would
be only right to assign certain nurses to wait upon each
kind of infectious disease, visiting the patients in turn; and
in this way a small staff would be able, in the course of their
daily rounds, to superintend a considerable number of cases,
with little risk of carrying infection from one to another.

SMALL-POX IN ISLINGTON.

MR. STONELAKE has done good service in directing the
attention of his fellow guardians to the proportions of the
small-pox epidemic in Islington. A considerable number of
cases had been traced to a potman in a small public house,
who continued to carry and serve customers while actually
suffering from the disease. This case should be submitted
to a magistrate. Islington has not appeared creditably in
times of epidemic small-pox. One great metropolitan epi-
demic, that of 1876-7, seemed to originate in Islington, and
to be very inadequately managed at the outset. Whose
fault is it ? The guardians are at any rate now aware of the
facts. The mere issue of handbills is not enough. Disinfectants
are a delusion. A house-to-house visitation should be imme-

diately established. Every case of small-pox is a discredit
either to parents or the public authorities, or to unre-

vaccinated adults. 
___

ERYTHROMELALGIA.

A cumous case which had been under the care of Dr.
Weir Mitchell was exhibited at a meeting of the Philadelphia
Neurological Society. The patient was a man aged fifty-
three, a blacksmith by trade. Rather more than three

years ago the first symptoms of the affection appeared
in the form of pain in the inner side of the second toe
of the left foot. A year later the third toe was affected,
and still later the fourth and little toes, and four months
ago the great toe became involved. The toes were all
affected in the same manner; first, a burning sensation,
followed by an aching pain, was experienced, and some weeks
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after discolouration of the affected toe set in. The toes of
the right foot also became affected, though to a less degree,
about a year ago. The pain is not worse in wet or cold

weather, but it is more severe at night when the feet get
warm. Occasionally twitchings, chiefly nocturnal, have been
felt in the calf of the left leg. The second left toe was

amputated at the proximal joint; the wound healed slowly
and the pain was relieved in all the toes. At the present
time all the toes affected are discoloured; the left foot up to
the ankle is covered irregularly with reddish patches, which
disappear on pressure, and are more or less sensitive. Sharp
shooting pains about the arms have been experienced from
time to time. The nature of the case seems somewhat

obscure; it may possibly have alliances with the protean
conditions which accompany the first stages of tabes dorsalis.

THE LATE GENERAL STEWART.

WE have yet to learn the full particulars of the wound
received by General Stewart, and the progress of the events
which ended in his death. The fears we expressed in a
recent annotation have been realised. We should surmise
that the bullet, which entered at the groin, passed into his
pelvis, and that the long track it left was not rendered or
maintained aseptic. The occurrence of fever, which appears
to have rapidly terminated fatally, was due in all probability
to some septic change set up in the wound. This, as we
previously explained, was a danger to which he was exposed
until cicatrisation was complete, and against which it is

specially difficult to guard in military practice. We trust
that full particulars of the wound, its complications, and
the treatment adopted will be forthcoming.

FIBRO-ENCHONDROMA OF THE TONSIL.

DR. ANGELO CHIOLINI reports in the Gazzetta degli
Ospitali (15th inst.) the case of A. V-, aged thirty-three,
who was admitted into the clinique of the University of
Pavia, under Professor Bottini, on Nov. 24th, 1884. Three

years previously, the patient, without apparent cause, began
to experience buzzing and singing noises in the right ear,
with slight deafness on the same side. One medical practi-
tioner referred the symptoms to simple otitis; another, who
was consulted a month later, finding the right tonsil some-
what enlarged, applied tincture of iodine to it, and adminis-
tered iodide of potassium internally. The persistent increase
of the tonsil successively interfered with respiration, deglu-
tition, and speech, and the patient was pale and emaciated
when she placed herself under Professor Bottini’s care. She
was then quite deaf in the right ear, and swallowed with
great difficulty. A small very hard tumour, of the size and
shape of an almond, was noticeable just above the right
angle of the lower jaw, without implicating the skin. Just
below was another, of roundish shape, the size of a walnut.
A small movable elastic body occupied the sulcus between
the two tumours, which on deep palpation seemed joined
in one mass. On looking into the patient’s mouth, four-
fifths of the isthmus of the fauces from right to left were
occupied by a tumour, which extended forwards over three-
fourths of the palate, and downwards and backwards beyond
reach of the exploring index finger. Want of space rendered
laryngoscopic examination impossible. The tip of the uvula
touched the left tonsil, which was perfectly healthy. The

tip of the little finger could with difficulty be introduced
into the isthmus of the fauces. The tumour was very firm
and painless, and the part of it visible in the mouth was
round and granular, but not ulcerated. Having diagnosed
the neoplasm as a very rare specimen of large fibro-enchon-
droma of the tonsil, Professor Bottini resolved on its removal.
This was effected on the 9th of December last. The patient
being seated on a chair, her head was held back by one

assistant, while another depressed the tongue and held the
mouth open. Professor Bottini, seated in front, then made an
incision with a straight bistoury along the roof of the
mouth and through the soft palate. A considerable portion
of the tumour, thus exposed, presented a white mother-of-
pearl appearance. Enucleation was effected by the finger,
with external pressure and forceps traction from within.
The wound in the soft palate was united with twelve points
of suture, and the mouth washed out with a 5 per cent.
solution of sulpho-carbolate of zinc. The operation occupied
half an hour, and was completed without haemorrhage.
Convalescence was rapid and uneventful. The wound
was found to be perfectly healed on the second day, when
the sutures were removed. The breathing, deglutition,
speech, and hearing became natural, and the patient was
quite well on the eighth day. She left the clinique four
days later. The tumour, on reuniting the fragments, proved
to be of the size of a large orange; its surface was lobulated
and exceedingly hard. On fracture, the surface was found to
be of mother-of-pearl colour in some parts, and yellowish-
red in others. The diagnosis of fibro-enchondroma was

accurately verified by microscopic examination. The cells
in some parts were identical with those of normal cartilage.

ADULTERATION IN AMERICA.

WE are glad to learn that a " Society for the Prevention
and Suppression of Adulteration of Food, Drugs, Medicines,
Liquors, &c.," is about to be organised in America. It is

surprising that this most important subject has hitherto
received so little attention in a country which, young as it

is, has produced a people whose ingenuity, activity, and
inventiveness are almost proverbial. The fierce competition
that inevitably arises from these qualities is, we fear, only
too likely to develop such mean and injurious devices as
adulteration. At present there has been but little legislation
on this matter in the United States. Very few cases have,
we believe, been brought before the courts of law, and
these have not been for adulteration proper but for the
sale of diseased meat, &c. It is high time that our

Transatlantic cousins should give this subject the serious
attention it demands. THE LANCET can claim to have
rendered to humanity good service in this cause; whilst,
therefore, congratulating the promoters of the Society and
wishing them success, we would refer them to the

Analytical Sanitary Commissions inaugurated by us in 1851.

THE PATENT MEDICINES STAMP TAX.

MR. WARTON has given notice in the House of Commons
that on March 17th he will call attention to the conduct of
the Government with regard to poisonous patent medicines,
and move a resolution on the subject. It will be remembered
that as long ago as the beginning of last August the Chan-
cellor of the Exchequer stated that he had asked the Board
of Inland Revenue for a report, which he promised to " study
with care." It will be interesting to hear what has been
done in the matter. 

____

SOME burglars have recently made the neighbourhood of
Woolwich the scene of their exploits. It is believed that
hese gentry usually are reluctant to meddle with the
iouses of medical men, from the risk they might run of
)eing disturbed by the doctor’s nocturnal movements. In
,his instance, however, they not only entered the house of a
veil-known and much respected practitioner, but, curiously
enough, ignored the fact of his being surgeon to the police,
so that they ran the risk of being caught at their work by a
policeman coming to ring the night bell, At all events,

BURGLARS AND DOCTORS’ HOUSES.
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they seem to have been disturbed in some way, for, though
they disarranged a number of articles of furniture, we are
glad to learn that nothing of any importance has been
missed. Some arrests have been made on account of other

burglaries in the neighbourhood.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

THE annual meeting of this Society will be held on
Monday next, March 2nd. It has been arranged that a
discussion on Cholera shall be commenced on March 24th,
when the President, Dr. George Johnson, will open the
debate. We believe that Drs. Klein and Gibbes will take a

prominent part in the proceedings.

PORRO’S OPERATION.

7 11lol’gagni (7th inst.) reports a case of Porro’s
operation, successful to mother and child, which was per-
formed at Gubbio on the 15th ult. by Dr. Lodovico Vincini.
The patient, M. M&mdash;&mdash;, aged forty, was a rachitic primipara,
with extremely contracted pelvis. She was in the ninth
month of pregnancy, and had been twelve hours in labour,
when chloroform was administered. The removal of the
uterus and appendages occupied fifty-five minutes. The

spray was not used, but a strictly antiseptic dressing ap-
plied. The patient quickly recovered from the anaesthetic,
and in twenty-four hours was in the most favourable state.
This continued, and the child, a female, is also well.

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS.

THE arrangements for the meeting of the International IIMedical Congress in Washington in 1887 are in a forward I
state of preparation, and we believe the officers of the
various sections have been nominated. Dr. Flint is to be
the President of the Congress; certainly no one could be
chosen who would more worthily fill the chair.

ASPTIC SILK.

MR. H. W. FRFEMAN, of the Royal United Hospital, Bath, Ihas been using chromic acid silk sutures in abdominal
sections to bring together the abdominal parietes, also in I
perineorraphy and in excisions of the breast, and he claims
that deep sutures may be left in the abdominal walls
for three weeks, in the perineum for a fortnight, and
in the breast for the same length of time, without the
slightest change occurring in the texture of the silk or

sepsis in the course of the suture. China twist seems to be
hardened by this process and rendered impervious to the
surrounding secretions. The silk is prepared by boiling it in
a 2 per cent. solution of chromic acid for ten minutes and

allowing it to soak for twelve hours subsequently in a 1 per
cent. solution. A stronger solution destroys the silk and
renders it brittle. 

___

THREE ATTEMPTS AT HANGING.

IT was simply just to commute the sentence of death

passed on John Lee, the butler, convicted of the murder
of Miss Keyse at Babbicombe in November last. The

bitterness of death has been inflicted on that condemned
man at least three times, and the law ought to be
satisfied. The mismanagement of the execution was com-
plete-indeed, so complete as to be startling; and if it
should hereafter be found that the disavowal of guilt to
which Lee still adheres is truthful, there will not be wanting I

many to allege that the execution was prevented by some
supernatural agency. It is inconceivable that the " drop 

"

could not be made to fall when the bolt was drawn! It was

surely tried before the execution, and presumably it was

again tried once or twice between the futile attempts to
hang the culprit. What are we to understand ? The inter-

position of the Home Secretary was clearly called for, and
it would be inhuman to hang the convict now; but there
ought certainly to be a searching inquiry into the causes of
the failure. 

___

I UNSATISFACTORY INQUEST AT ST. DAVID’S.

A VERY inadequate inquest at St. David’s is reported on
the body of a young woman who died in convulsions, and
was found post mortem to show indications of recent delivery.
Her mother had suspected pregnancy, but the deceased had
persistently denied it. The former said that at the time of
her daughter’s death she had no reason to believe she had
been delivered. Air. Foley had seen the deceased, and formed
the opinion that she had been delivered five or six days pre-
viously, and that the confinement was not the cause of death.
No trace of the child has yet been found. The jury returned a
verdict " that the deceased died from puerperal convulsions.’
We are rather accustomed nowadays to inconclusive inquests,
but surely no coroner will be satisfied to leave an inquiry
where this is left. 

___

EXPERIMENTAL PRODUCTION OF CHOREA.

WE are informed that Dr. Angel Money will shortly read
a paper at the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society on the
above subject. It is said that his experiments prove that
chorea can be caused by capillary embolism of the central
nervous system. -

Ms. HENRY LoMB, of Rochester, N.Y., has offered through
the American Public Health Association the sum of$2800 to
be awarded as first and second prizes for papers on the
following subjects :-1. " Healthy homes and foods for the
working classes." 2. "The sanitary conditions and necessities
of school-houses and school-life.’ 3. "Disinfection and
individual prophylaxis against infectious diseases." 4. "The

preventable causes of disease, injury, and death in American
manufactories and workshops, and the best means and

appliances for preventing and avoiding them." The first

prizes consist of$500 and the second of$200.

IT has been decided to offer 100 to the Senate of London

University towards the foundation of a Rabbeth Medal in
commemoration of Dr. Rabbeth, who lost his life through an
attempt to relieve the sufferings of a child dying of diph-
theria in the Royal Free Hospital. The father of Dr. Rabbeth

having undertaken to found the proposed scholarship at

King’s College in memory of his son at his own expense, the
committee of the memorial fund have resolved to divide the
funds which may be at their disposal on the 31st of March
between the King’s College and Royal Free Hospitals towards
the endowment of two children’s cots.

IN reference to the criticism in THE LANCET last week on
the cholera hospitals in Bombay, we are pleased to learn from
our Bombay contemporaries that some other site instead
of the compound of the European General Hospital is to be
selected for the erection of a cholera hospital for the natives.
Though the Government do not appear to have been moved
by the potent reasons urged by the Surgeon-General of the
Presidency, still we cannot but hail the change, which is,
indeed, in the true interests of humanity and preventive
medicine. 

___

IN an original article contributed to the Gazette .7Z<?Mo-
MtasM’6 des Sciences ..tl&eacute;rlicales de Montpellie1’ lt. Gryilfelt
has advocated the use of injections of hydrochlorate of

cocaine to facilitate catheterism.
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MESSRS. CROOKES, ODLING, and TIDY, in their report on
the composition and quality of daily samples of the water
supplied to London for the month ending Jan. 31st, state that
all the samples examined were clear, bright, and well-
filtered. The mean quantity of organic matter in Thames-
derived water supplied during the past month was 0’137
part, and the maximum in any one sample was 0’182 part, in
100,000 parts of the water, this quantity corresponding to a
little over three-tenths of a grain of organic matter per
gallon. --

STUDENTS of pathology will be glad to learn that there
has just appeared the final section of Professor Ziegler’s
admirable text-book on Pathological Anatomy. The division
contains sections on the eye and ear, on the bones and

joints, muscles, and male and female generative organs;
as well as the mammary gland. The whole work contains
1576 pages, and is illustrated by no fewer than 357 wood-
cuts, nearly all of which are original. Dr. Macalister’s trans-
lation will also doubtless be soon completed.

IN the Prussian Parliament on the 23rd inst. Professor
Virchow and other liberals took advantage of the debate on
the Estimates for the Ministry of Public Worship to direct
public attention to the recent appointment of Dr. Schwen-
ninger to the chair of Dermatology in the Berlin University,
an appointment which they characterised as an arbitrary
act, tending to degrade the University and corrupt the
public conscience. ____

MR. EDWARD STANFORD, of Charing-cross, has just issued
a popular map of the seat of military operations in the

Soudan; also a facsimile of a map drawn with great neat-
ness and accuracy by General Gordon, March 17th, 1874, of
his route from Suakim to Berber and Khartoum. The innu-
merable admirers of the lamented General will doubtless

eagerly possess themselves of this interesting memento of
the deceased hero. 

___

THE Twickenham Local Board sent a deputation last

week to the Home Office, complaining of the condition of
the Thames, both on account of the diminution of the water
and the accumulation of mud caused by metropolitan sewage.
The Under-Secretary assured them that the Home Secretary
was exceedingly anxious to do what he could, both with
reference to the water-supply and the state of the Thames.

PETITIONS have been addressed to the Home Secretary by
the medical practitioners of Derby, Middlesborough, Stock-
ton-on-Tees, Sunderland, South Shields and district, New-
castle-on-Tyne, and Durham and district, calling attention
to the recent conviction of Dr. Bradley, and asking the right
hon. gentleman to exercise his prerogative on Dr. Bradley’s
behalf. 

___

THE Local Government Board have determined not to
renew the existing orders prohibiting the importation of
rags from France and Italy unless there should be any
reappearance of cholera on the Continent. The orders,
therefore, lapse at the end of the present month.

IV the actions brought by Mr. Hasker against Drs. Savage
and Wood, medical officers of Bethlem Hospital, for assault
and false imprisonment, and against Dr. Goldsborough for
trespass, libel, and false imprisonment, the jury returned
verdicts for the defendants.

THE attempts to grow the eucalyptus on the Assam hills,
says the Indian I[edical Gctzette, have not been successful.

M. MARTINEAU has recently treated suppurating buboes
by means of the thermo-cautery, whereby an ulcer is
formed which tends to heal rapidly.

ALL the precautionary measures decreed by the Swiss
Government during the prevalence of cholera last year in
Southern Europe will be abolished from March lst.

MR. G. BAINBRIDGE has been appointed to act as senior
surgeon to the Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Hospital, Bombay,
during the absence on furlough of Mr. W. Gray.

Public Health and Poor Law.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT.

REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD.

Official Report on the Epidemic of Enteric Fever at

Beerey.&mdash;The outbreak in question commenced suddenly
n the third week in June last; it increased rapidly and
:eached its highest point in the week ending July 12th,
when twenty-nine families were freshly attacked. In a

population of about 11,500, as many as 231 cases occurred
before the end of August, and of these 12 died. The disease

appeared in all parts of the town, no special locality or class
)f persons being affected more than others. In considering
the cause of the epidemic, Dr. Page was soon able to

eliminate the question of milk pollution; the condition of
the sewers and drains was so defective as to give ample
facilities for the spread of the infection, but it could not be
held accountable for the origin of the outbreak. The water-

supply, however, came strongly under suspicion. Of 2800
houses in Beverley, 185 are supplied by the Beverley Water-
works Company, the remainder being dependent upon local
wells, and it was ascertained that of these 185 houses as
many as 32 per cent. had been attacked ; whereas of the
other households having a different supply only 2-5 per
cent. were attacked. The fifty-nine houses referred to were
scattered all over the borough, and all they had in common
was their water-supply. Some persons, too, who lived where
private wells were used, but who had drunk the company’s
water at places where they were employed, also sickened;
and it was soon obvious that there was strong _p2-iindfacie
evidence implicating the company’s service. In seeking the
method by which pollution of this water could have taken
place, the question of contamination in the mains after the
supply had left the company’s works came under considera-
tion, and the existence of leaky sewers in proximity to some
of the mains, as also other circumstances, make it possible
that some contamination may have arisen during occasional
intermissions in the service; but the character of the
epidemic was opposed to this being the cause of this special
outbreak. The well at the company’s works lies close to a
seven-acre field, on which is distributed in various ways the
sewage of the East Riding Lunatic Asylum. Broad irriga-
tion of the sewage takes place at intervals, and the last
occasion on which it was practised before the epidemic was
from the middle of April to the middle of June. The soil
here is clay overlying chalk. Examination of the soil around
the company’s main near this point failed to detect any
soakage of filth or any leaky joints; but that which was
evidently most suspected was percolation along the sides of
the well shaft through the upper chalk directly into either
the well or the reservoir in which the water was stored.
With a view of testing the possibility of such an occurrence,
some two hundred gallons of creasote were added to the
contents of the neighbouring sewage settling tank and
cesspit, and these were then discharged on to the irrigation
field. This experiment was without result, but Dr. Page
adds that he has since ascertained that the choice of creasote

1 To be purhased of Knight and Co., 90, Fleet-street ; Shaw and
Sons, Fetter-lane; Haddon, Best, and Co., West Harding-street; and
P. S. King and Son, King-street, S.W.


